By Débbie Hall

A CUTT]NG edge recycling
facilily has ‘been ‘given the
green light for ‘the county.

Proposals to dévelop an existing -

waste management plant to include
the ingtallation of an anaerohic di-
-geshun plant — where microorgan-
isms break down bicdegradable ma-

terial for 8 numberof uses — have .

been approved by West Lothian
Council planning éouncillors,

The facility, atthe Sec
on Whithiirn R
first of its type:
provide energy 't

waste,

as a renewable-energy source be-
caunse it:helps ‘to replace fossil fuels,

Recyclab atgrials brought to
the site séparatéd from the
organic mdterials ‘which are ‘pro-
cessed into slurty ind puriped in to
dsgesmun!fermentahon tanks for an-
aerobit digestion.’

This process produces bio-gas

ptwaste site:

:Annerobic d}gestnoms widelyused .

thch is fod into a combmed heat

and’ power plant (CHP) to produce

heat and elestricity,

- Once it has been tredted, the ur-"'

ganic material is then dned out to
produce a stabilised odourless ma-.
terial, which can be used ak orgamc

‘compost-or & feedstock fo an Bnefpy...
£ N ‘ By 'gnt to'be the-way to go."

plant.
The site will have the capacity to
process tip to 200,000 tonnes of waste

per annum, wﬁ:h 105,000 tonnes of

t'.l'us bemg t:reated m the ‘anderolic
bemg recycled.

"Most of the waste would be com-
mercigl, however the faeility could
also take mimicipal waste if tl-ns is
desired. - .

Stewart Melrose director uf Sdot-
waste, said he .was delighted the
application, lodged jointly with the

- Banks Group, had been ﬂppr‘ &d: hy

the local #irthority,

-And he said if anyune atill had .
concerns about the plant, he would -
happily meet with tham to put bheu, :
‘minds at ease,

“Anybody who knows a.nythmg

* premises argund the town, saying

‘mongermg” and he supported the )
‘Vénture,:

- wereiyorried about it but they were |
“Felatively ‘happy once it wWas ex-

then they e go
wrong-conclusions,

“We are delighted and appreciated
the foresight of the planners and
council who recogmsed thatthis has.

The application attracted over 130
complaints from neighbouring bisi- |
nesses and residents, who were con- |:
cerned shout the smell Coming from: [

the p]ant and an mcreased tittmber ||
--oF lorrigis using surrcunding. ruads

A leaflet hed been- put up ‘a

the plant ‘would create amnke and |1
bad smells, e - i

However Ronnie MCLEGd, cha]r—
maiof Batligate Cummumty Coun- |
cil, said the leaflet wasjust “acars- |

1e smd' "We are qmte happy w:th
“had  some peaple . from
hich horders on to'it wha
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And ufﬁcers believe the fact cm.ﬂd temptathmﬂ.
ard after a spate of t;l'ueves ‘can see sﬂteihte navig-

plained what it was gumg tn do

Pohce say thatall aJ




